Further REASO NS againſt increaſmg the ntmber cf 
Hackney-Coaches. - 


JT Hat the Grand Jury of Middleſex preſented to the Court of Xings- 

KK DBench, then fitting at Weſtminſter, That 400 Hackney-Coaches 
Driving for Hire about the Cities of Londen andIVeſtininſter and Precin&ts 

aforeſaid, were ſufficient to anſwer the Subjects Occaſtons,and that all Su- 
pernumerariesare a Common Nuſance ; Allo a great number of Stop- 
keepers then by their Petition ſhewed, how great an Anaoyance and 2 
Grievance the ſame was to them. 

The Lords Commitltoners of the Treaſury to find out the number of 
Coaches ſo much then Complained of, did order three Pe:{ons to take an 
[- Accompt what number of Hackney-Coaches were then in Lodo, Weſt- 

minſter and Bills of Mortality, and it appeared by the Return by them 
Sworn to before a Maſter in Chancery, that the Number was 626. 

ln My» Upon further Complaint thereot, the ſaid Lords of the Treafury ordered 
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a View to be taken by the Churchwardens and Overſcers of the Poor of 

EE, each Pariſh within the Places aforeſaid, and by the Rectura by them; made 

y | the number appeared to be about 6090, and were then by the late King 

7ames reduced to 400. 

That in April 1679, a Certitcate by the Jury of Nulances and An- 
noyances for the Libetties of Feſtininfter to this Honourable Houle, 
and exhibited before the Committee, that the great number of Hacknzy 
Coaches were inſ{ufterable Grievances with their Liberties. 

-» And there was alſo then another Cercihcate trom the juries of Nu- 
ſances of the Dutchy of Lancaſter to the fame purpole. 

The 2d of * It was {ſuggeſted to a Committee appointed touching the Regulating of 

M9 1535. Hackney-Coaches, by one of the Intertopcrs, that about 1090, and by 
another on their behalf, that about i 200 Hackney-Coaches now Ply, 
which induced the Committee to Report 600 the Number hereafrer to he 
Licenſed, and that each ſhould pay 1 /. 17 5. 4 d. per Anmwm more than 
formerly tor Rent. 

But ſince that time there hath been at the Charge of the 400 an Account 
taken by Indifferent Perſons of the number ot Hackney-Coaches that now 
are in London, Weſtminſter, and within the Weekly Bills of Mortality,and 
by their Aﬀdavits made before a Maſter in Chancery, it appeareth, that 
the Iniormation given about the number of Coaches ro the laid Com- 
mittee was not true, and that though the Interlopers have lately Plyed 
with many more Coaches than they did formerly, yet the number of 
Hackney-Coaches now within all the Places aforeſaid is but 720, pollet: 
and kept but by 464 Perſons, and about 100 of the ſaid 720 lie ſtill or 
are in the Country upon Journeys and Funerals, fo that the Streets will 


notwithſtanding this A if it paſſes, be near as much crowded and 
peſtered 
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peſtered with Hackney-Coaches as before, and the poor Hackney- 
Coachmen will be undone, unleſs it be —_ prevented by Ran 
them to much leſs number ths £00, and their Rent to leſs Sum than 


Gl.13s. 44. per Annum. 


That by Reaſon of the daily increaſe of Gentlemen and Tradeſmens 
Coaches, and the Convenience of Trade,as Carts, Cars, and Drayes which 
help ro ſtop up the Streets, and cannot be reſtrained, ( in a tew years the 
paſſages of the Streets in the Center of Buſineſs in the whole Town, being 
the places mentioned in the Petition of the Inhabitants) which Streets 
cannot be made wider, but muſt continue the ſame, will be wholly ſtop't 


up, it not now prevented by reducing and taking off a conſiderable num- 


ber of the 609 Coaches Reported. 
Beſides, if ſo many be now Licenſed, v:hen you find the Inconvenience 


to be greater then now it is, it will be a hard thing to reſtrain, having 


_ once given them a Trade, to take it away. 
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